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Pourtry AND Rarpit 

One can hardly yet guess how much of the great 
popular increase in breeding and rearing of poultry 
and rabbits is likely tolast. Much of it will pro- 
bably continue for some years at least : and perhaps, 
like other economic changes arising in the recent 
years, it may become to a large degree permanent. 
Poultry and rabbits are among the native economic 
resources which had been long neglected and were 
forced into notice by war conditions. That com- 
pulsion has passed ; but it may have left a general 
recognition that such industries ought never to have 
been neglected and ought now to be maintained. If 
a considerable section of the nation learns that lesson 
we shall retain a minor line of veterinary work. 

Until quite recently, most practitioners were 
seldom, if ever, asked to treat poultry and rabbits, 
but latterly it has become a much more frequent 
occurrence. Minor branches of our work though 
both these undoubtedly are, they are likely to be 
profitable side lines to many of us; and we are 
certainly the proper men to take them up. No 
training affords so solid a ground from which to 
commence their further study as the veterinary. It 
must, however, be remembered that such detailed 
study is not merely advisable but absolutely essen- 
tial for most of us, if we are to become experts in 
the diseases of these comparatively new patients. 

Text-books and the school curricula do not help 
us very much with either patient; as their instruc- 
tion, though good as regards a few specially im- 
portant diseases, goes little beyond those. Much 
remains with regard to both patients which can 
best be learned by practice and the intercommunica- 
tion of clinicians. The task before us is not unlike 


the one when the profession generally first seriously 
took up the treatment of dogs and cats. Most 


practitioners in those days, knew far too little of the 
the diseases of both animals, especially the latter ; 
but the deficiencies were soon made good. What 
we did with dogs and cats we can do again, as some 
already have done, with poultry and rabbits. If we 
study them, they are likely to remain a distinct 
addition to veterinary resources in many districts ; 
but they demand some study. 


POLITICS, PROPAGANDA, AND 
PROFESSIONAL ORGANISATION. 


The interesting remarks of Mr. H. C. Wilkie are 
deserving of more than passing attention by the 
rank and file of the profession. It has always 
appeared to me that those gentlemen who so often 
bewail the lack of our social status rarely, if ever, 
contribute anything of a scientific nature for the 
advancement of the profession, or offer any sugges- 
tions of a progressive character which, if acted upon, 
would tend to lift us out of that slough of despond 
and state of social negation in which they em 
we have been engulfed from time immemorial. It 
is of no use to grumble over our supposed lack of 
social advantage and at the same time do nothing, 
or attempt nothing to alter the situation. I think 
we may safely allow ‘“ Watchman”’ to stew in his 
own literary juice, and neither begrudge him his 
= of anonymity, nor trouble about his mud 

aths. 

To me the greatest need of the veterinary pro- 
fession in this country to-day is scientific organisa- 
tion. There is a great levelling force acting on all 
the professions at the present time; and in the 
coming decades, mental equipment and scientific 
achievement will be the potent factors in advance- 
ment. In the State of the future men will not stop 
to enquire whether a man’s father was a lawyer, a 
parson, or one of the old landed gentry; they will 
be more eager to discover his ability or utility as a 
citizen. 

We, as veterinary surgeons, have no central 
standing organisation to initiate or carry through 
any matter of importance, either in the field of 
original inquiry, in practical politics, or propaganda 
work. Take the case of ‘Navel Ill,” the subject 
embraces some of the most important problems in 
hippo-pathology, and yet we leave it to some Scotch 
farmers to form a committee to investigate the dis- 
ease. 

A National Association having a -whole-time 
secretary is one of the requirements of theday. The 
present National is a mere passive institution; it 
possesses no drive, and plays a small part in national 
work. It gives no lead and has no voice. Far 
from this, it should be, so to speak, the organising 
brain of the profession, and the secretary, devoting 
his whole time to the work, would keep in touch 
with the different branches and thus carry through 
matters of national and local interest with the 
necessary weight. 

It (the National) should also associate itself with 
the organisation of centres for clinical research, 
preferably in connection with the existing Colleges. 
Here practitioners could have reports on pathologi- 
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cal material supplied, bacteriological examinations 
carried out, autogenous vaccines prepared, and 
other work done such as agglutination tests, etc. 
Much pathological material at present running to 
waste would thus become available for teaching 
purposes. An association of this kind would natur- 
ally have its official journal, and other fields might 
be enumerated in which improvement or expansion 
might take place, but enough has been said to 
indicate the lines along which I think advance 
should be made. Much money would be required, 
and perhaps too few veterinary surgeons would lend 
support to render the suggestions practicable, but 
there should be a return for the outlay in increased 
efficiency and earning power of the individual 
enlargement of professional outlook, a 
uller recording of clinical experience, and less 
provincialism ; while post-graduate teaching facil- 
_ ities would be greatly added to. 

If the nineteenth century belonged to the town 
veterinary surgeons, the twentieth will belong more 
largely to those in the country, and it behoves the 
latter to organise themselves and do some share of 
scientific work in the future. Specialisation and 
again divisions in specialisations in scientific en- 
quiry is the tendency manifest to-day. Diseases 
are investigated by bodies of men among whom 
there is team work, and collective enquiry. The bio- 
chemist, the bacteriologist, the morbid anatomist, 
and clinician must assist each other in working out 
the natural history of diseases, either in man or 
animals, for even many so-called simple maladies 
can no longer be investigated by individual workers, 
so complex are the problems presented in many 
instances. 

Whether British Veterinary Science will see its 
way in the immediate future to develop and main- 
tain some sort of central and powerful organisation 
to assist in its evolution remains to be seen. The 
outlook is not so dark as the pessimists would have 
us think. The horse dealing influence and the 
forge are passing away—not the least of the benefits 
conferred upon the profession by that great time 
saver the motor. To-day there is more leisure and 
more work done. The latter is better performed, 
and becomes more pleasant, and the animal owner 
is better satisfied. Recognising as never before the 
limitations of medicine so far as the giving of drugs 
is concerned, he is quick to appreciate the benefits 
of management and good advice. 

Provincial veterinary medicine has been almost 
revolutionised in the last ten years, and its votaries 
will always be in a different position from those 
practising human medicine in similar 
areas. Patients of the latter may quickly obtain 
the assistance of specialists from afar, or be them- 
selves transported to operating centres; while the 
veterinary surgeon practising in almost any district 
may find himself in charge of an animal worth 
hundreds or possibly thousands of pounds, and no 
specialists available to share his responsibilities. No 
longer do we find pedigree stock in a few centres 
only ; small studs and herds containing stock of 

at value are springing up all over the country. 

he veterinary surgeon, therefore, more than the 


medical man, will in future require as a part of his 
equipment a centre where any necessary patholo- 
ical investigations may be carried out, and for this 

e should be prepared to pay to some extent, and 
not, as now, rely for help on the good nature of 
already over-worked professors. 

A progressive spirit is necessary to meet the 
changing times, and more inter-communication 
between the members of the profession in different 
countries should be welcomed. An international 
fellowship in veterinary medicine may be in the 
future no idle dream, for has it not already material- 
ised in the medical world ? 

F. T. Harvey. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


PoIsonNING BY MERCURIALIS PLANTs. 


J. A. Hoffmann, in the Berliner Tierarztliche 
Wochenschrift of 1918, gave an account of Mercuri- 
alis poisoning. After summarising the existing 
knowledge of the subject, both as regards naturally 
occurring cases and experimental ones, he described 
eight cases which occurred about the end of 1917 
and the begining of 1918. These were in horses 
which had eaten hay containing great quantities 
of Mercurialis annua. 

The symptoms consisted in grave depression of 
the sensorium, yellow or brownish-red tint of the 
conjunctiva, refusal of food and drink, suppression 
of the intestinal function, uneasiness, difficult elim- - 
ination of a small amount of thick brownish-red 
urine, sensitiveness to pressure of the renal region, 
rigidity of the hind quarters, augmentation of the 
frequence of the respirations (up to 20 per minute), 
and of the | men (up to 90 per minute), and aug- 
mentation of the temperature up to 103.1° F. 

The therapy recommended is aloes (30 grammes) 
and arecoline (0.05 gramme), with Priessnitz pack- 
ings to the abdomen and warm poultices to the 
renal region. Ifthe heart is weak, the administra- 
tion of digitalis is advised. 

In five horses the symptoms were slight, and 
disappeared after three days; all these animals 
resumed their accustomed work after eight days 
more, Two other horses, in which the poisoning 
was grave, only recovered after two and three weeks 
respectively. The eighth horse died in twenty-four 
hours with symptoms of acute colic, and presented 
post-mortem lesions of pronounced gastro-enteritis, 
acute hemorrhagic nephritis, and torsion of the 
colon. 

Mercurialis preserves its toxicity even when it 
has dried. There are animals which show a strange 
individual predisposition to the toxic action of 
Mercurialis, and exhibit symptoms of intoxication 
after ingesting an insignificant quantity of it. 
Others are much more resistant to the poison. 

According to Schulz, the toxic principal is mer- 
curialin, which acts upon the muscles and upon the 
nerves of the intestine and the bladder, and also 
upon the heart. The red tint which the urine 
assumes in consequence of the ingestion of Mer- 
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curialis is due, in all probability, to an indigo-red 
pigment contained in the plant. In all cases of 
Mercurialis poisoning, the prognosis should be 
guarded.—(La Clinica Veterinaria). 

(Mercurialis annua is found in England, though 
it is not so generally common in the country as 
dog’s mercury [M. perennis] 


ANTHELMINTHICS IN THE Horse, 


Stall, Wilson, and Wigdor published an article 
upon this subject in last year’s Journal of the 
American Veterinary Association. The intestinal 
sclerostomes or strongyles of the horse are difficult 
to expel; and the authors have experimented with 
various drugs, including sulphate of iron and tartar 
emetic, turpentine, and oil of chenopodium, for this 
purpose. Theyconclude that sulphate of iron and 
tartar emetic are inefficacious against intestinal 
strongyles, and that tartar emetic also often causes 
grave cases of enteritis. Turpentine (60 grammes, 

ollowed immediately by a litre of olive oil) is more 
active; anda single dose causes the expulsion of 
about 50% of the parasites. Oil of chenopodium in 
the dose of from 8 c.c. to 10 c. c. has little action ; 
but double that dose is very efficacious, causing the 
expulsion of over 95%, of the parasites. The authors 
therefore conclude. that the oil of chenopodium is 
the best anthelminthic against equine intestinal 
strongyles, and that turpentine comes next to it. 

To free the horse from ascarides is much more 
_ difficult. With turpentine, or with oil of cheno- 
podium in doses of from 16. c. to 18 c. c., some 
success was only obtained in a very limited propor- 
tion of cases. Against oxyurides, better results 
were obtained with turpentine (60 grammes follow- 
ed by olive oil) and with oil of chenopodium. 

W. R. C. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
[NationaL V.M.A.—NorTHERN Brancu.] 


The nly meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Birmingham, on Tuesday, May 13th, Mr. J. Malcolm, 
President, occupied the chair. There were also present : 
Messrs. W. H. Brooke, Handsworth ; R. H. Over, Rugby ; 
L. C. Tipper, Birmingham ; T. H. Hobson, Leicester ; J. 
Martin, ellington ; J. W. Conchie, Kidderminster ; 
J. Young, Birmingham ; J. O. Powley, Sutton Coldfield ; 


Brennan De Vine, Birmingham; J O. Jones, 
Gloncester; H. W. Stevens, Kidderminster; L. W. 
Heelis, Solihull ; 8. M. Woodward, Birmingham ; H. A. 


Turner, Derby; J. L. Cormack, Coventry, and the Hon. 
Sec. Mr. H. cd Dawes, West Bromwich. 

Apologies for unavoidable absence were announced 
from Professor Dewar, Messrs. J. R. Carless, J. M. 
way, W. W. Grasby, F. L. Gooch, P. C. Woolston, 
J. Clifford, S.J. Marriott, J. J. Burchnall, R. 
Phillips, T.J. Brain, C. F. Parsons, C. E. Dayus T. 
A. Over, W. Trigger, R. C. Trigger, and others. 

e minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed and the rules of the Association were also 
read by the Hon. Sec. 


Among the co ndence was a letter from the 


Secretary of the Anglo-Franco-Belgian Veterinary Relief 


Fund, acknowledging “ with sincere gratitude” a dona- 
tionof £10 voted at the previous meeting, and also letters 
from Mr. J. Blakeway and Mr. Carless, thanking the 
Association for their resolution of condolence. 


Tue Ministry or HEALTH BILL. 


The Hon. Sec. recalled the fact that at the previous 
meeting a committee was appointed to urge upon the 
Parliamentary Committee of the Royal College of 
Veterinary ns the necessity of watching the 
progress of the Ministry of Health Bill with a view to 
safeguarding the interests of the profession. He had 
since received the following letter from Mr. Fred 
Bullock, Secretary of the Royal College, dated March 
2ist :— 


“T brought your letter with the accompanying resolu- 
tion of the Midland Counties Veterinary Medical Assoc- 
iation before a special meeting of the Parliamentary 
Committee held yesterday. The Bill was also circulated 
to the members of the Committee and was wor carefully 
considered. Mr. Malcolm’s letter to Sir John M‘Fadyean 
in which he describes more in detail the desires of your 
Association, was also considered. The Committee in- © 
struct me to state that as the present Bill does not enact 
any new legislation with regard to the matters raised in 
Mr. Malcolm’s letter, but merely brings together under 
one department the functions that are being performed 
under existing Acts of Parliament, no opportunity is 

iven for raising such questions on the present Bill. 

ne however, being watched, and a 
resolution was passed urging that a veterinary surgeon 
should be included on the Consultative Committee to 
be set up by Clause 9. An amendment to this effect 
will be proposed when this Clause is reached.” 


The ;PrEsIDENT said he understood that there had 
been several meetings of the ne Committee 
of the Council oe the position. r. Bullock’s 
letter shed rather a new light on the matter and he had 
no reason to doubt that their interests were not being 
neglected. If any new legislation was brought up, the 
Parliamentary Committee might be trusted to take the 
necessary action. 

Mr. TrppeEr said the Bill had been before the Chambers 
of Agriculture in the country, but unfortunately, owin 
to pressure of other business it did not receive muc 
consideration. There was a general want of knowledge 
on the subject, and he thought if any similar Bill came 
forward in future it would be wise to consult agricultural 
associations, as their interests often coincided with 
those of the veterinary profession. 


Quack Mxpicines AT SHows. 


The Hon. Sec. brought forward a letter he had re- 
ceived from the Derbyshire Veterinary Association, who 
had passed the following resolution :— 


“That refuse to act in a profess- 

jonal capacity at Live Stock Shows where vendors of 

animal medicines and surgical appliances are allowed to 
have stands for the purpose of exhibiting or offering 

such articles for sale, and also that veterinary surgeons 

aes officially at Live Stock Shows shall receive a 
ee ” 


ur, 


Mr. Over questioned whether they could take up a 
position of that kind. Veterinary medicines sold in 
that way probably did the profession no good, but the 
trade was within the law. 

The PrestpENt thought very few members of the 
profession would refuse to act at shows on that account. 
At all the shows he had visited during the last forty 
years there had been stands for the sale or exhibition of 
veterinary medicines, and he did not think they would 
get it altered by taking up the position that was 


suggested by the Derbyshire Association. Personally, 
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he did not see his way to support the suggestion. 

Eventually, on the motion of Mr. Over, seconded by 
Mr. Martin, it was resolved unanimously that no action 
be taken in the matter. 


Roya SANITARY INSTITUTE. 

The Hon. Sec. read a letter from the Royal Sanitary 
Institute inviting the Association to send representatives 
to their annual conference to be held at Newcastle-on- 
Tyne at the end of July. 

The PrEsIDENT thought they ought to send delegates, 
as was done before the war. e had a personal reason 
for saying that, as he had been asked to preside over the 
veterinary section and he had consented todoso. He 
would like to be fortified by the presence of some 
members of the Association. Sir Stewart Stockman 
had promised to give a demonstration on rabies, which 
was a live subject, whilst a second subject would deal 
with different phases of the work of the veterinary 
inspector. He was going, apart from the Association, 
so that two others could be chosen as special delegates. 
He would be present in a dual capacity, as president of 
this Association and on behalf of the Birmingham 
Corporation, 

It was ultimately resolved to send three delegates to 
the conference, the President, the Hon. Sec., and the 
Hon, Treasurer (Mr. W. H. Brooke), the two last-named 
to have their expenses paid by the Association. 


INSURANCE FEEs. 

The question of fees paid by the various insurance 
companies for the examination of horses for insurance, 
the discussion of which was adjourned at the last meet- 
ing, was again raised. The Hon. Sec. said he had re- 
ceived a letter from Mr. T. H. L. Duckworth, of Ash- 
bourne, regretting that he could not attend that day, 
but mentioning that he had now no trouble in obtaining 
a fee of half-a-guinea for examining animals on behalf 
of insurance companies. 

Mr. Brooke said he was recently offered 6/- by a 
company to make an examination and he told them his 
fee was 10/6. He gotit. There was no need for them 
to work for the low fees they had received in the past. 
The work generally involved something that was almost 
equal to an examination as to soundness, and it was 
worth half-a-guinea. 

The Hon. Sec. said the different live stock insurance 
companies belonged to an association. 

Several members gave their experiences. Mr. Young 
remarked that he had no difficulty in getting half-a- 

inea now. He refused to do the work for less, and if 
they held out they would get what they wanted. If the 
companies refused to pay a proper fee they must take 
the risk of insuring an animal without a veterinary 
surgeon’s examination. 

The Hon. Szo. said it would be a good thing for re- 
presentatives of various veterinary associations to inter- 
view the companies. He was afraid that an association 
which took the matter up single-handed would fail. 

Mr. Over thought 10/6 for the examination of a horse 
under £50 in value seemed rather high. He would like 
to see a sliding scale, with, say 7/6 as a minimum. 

Mr. DEVINE suggested that they should get into touch 
with the National Veterinary Association. This seemed 
to him to be a subject well within their province. 

Mr. Tipper, Mr. Hopson and others shared this 
Opinion, and eventually, on the motion of the Hon. Sec. 
seconded by Mr. DeVine, the Hon. Sec. was instructed 
to communicate with the National Veterinary Associa- 
tion with a view to this matter being considered at 
their next meeting. 

Price of Petrol. The Hon. Sxo. said that at the 
previous ean it was reported that some veterina 
surgeons were able to obtain petrol at traders’ rates, al- 
though they did not say how they managed it, The 


Association had written to the 
ether the same privilege could be 
of the profession. The reply was 


Derbyshire Veterina 
oil company w 
extended to the whole 
in the negative. 

Subject for next meeting. The Hon. Sgc. reported 
that the ouncil recommended that at the next quarter- 
ly meeting, to be held at Birmingham, Prof. O’Connor, 
of the Royal Veterinary College, Dublin, be asked to 
give an address with a practical demonstration. 

This was agreed to. 


BoaRDED-ouT ARMy HorskEs. 


Mr. YounG mentioned the question of fees allowed 
by the Government for attending army horses that had 
been let out. He was formerly allowed 1d. per day per 
horse, with an allowance for mileage, but he was now 
asked to do the work for 20/- = horse per annum 
within a 15 miles radius and 30/- beyond, with no mile- 
age allowance. He had written refusing to do it. 

The Hon. Sec. said that apart from the inadequacy 
of the terms, he thought the principle was altogether 
wrong. The Government was asking veterinary surg- 
eons to attend horses that were in the stables of men 
who were probably clients of another veterinary surgeon, 
and that was very objectionable. 

Mr. Tripper said the point raised by Mr. Dawes was 
a very important one; and Mr. DeVine and other 
speakers expressed similar views, 

Mr. Over said the same difficulty arose in regard to 
the appointment of veterinary inspectors. 

Eventually, on the motion of Mr. De Vine, seconded 
by the Hon. Sec., a resolution was unanimously carried, 
to the effect that the Hon. Sec. should write to the 
Director General of Army Veterinary Service pointing 
out the difficulties that are likely to arise through one 
veterinary surgeon trespassing on the practice of another, 
and at the same time complaining of the inadequacy of 
the fees that are paid. 


PERIODIC OPHTHALMIA. 
By BrenNAN DEVINE, M.C., F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., (Vict.) 


When I was invited by our President, Mr. Malcolm, 
a fortnight ago, to contribute a paper on Periodic 
Ophthalmia for discussion at this meeting, I hesitated 
a good deal, as I knew I could not give much time to 
the writing of a paper, and further, I unfortunately have 
not now in my possession various notes which I made 
from time to time upon the great number of cases I was 
able to observe whilst serving in France. However, I 
trust my remarks will be of some interest to you all, 
and I hope to hear a good discussion on the subject. 

I will endeavour to describe the disease as far.as I can 
int of view. The opinions which I 
give are formed principally as the result of my own 
experience during the past two or three years. ‘To my 
knowledge periodic ophthalmia has n prevalent 
among horses in the British Army in France since the 
summer of 1917. As many a horses are now bein 
repatriated to England, I consider this disease one o 
the most important for us to study, for I think it feasible 
to expect that some affected animals may be brought to 
this country from France. 

We know from the history of the disease that it was 
prevalent among horses in England about the middle of 
the last century. If outbreaks occur now in this country 
it will be necessary for all of us to be able to readily 
recognise the disease, so that we may take energetic 
steps for its immediate suppression and ultimate eradica- 
tion. As I have suggested that we mer vt have 
an outbreak of periodic ophthalmia in England, I hope 
this will not be taken as an expression of aponprnent 
of the Veterinary examination of horses before leaving 
France. I know it is difficult to diagnose the disease 
except in its active stages, and from its intermittent 


from a practical 
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nature it is not always possible even during a long period 
of quarantine to definitely say if an animal is ir 
especially in tie interval following the first attack. 

Jntil comparatively ophthalmia was 
believed by most observers to be due to the irritation of 
the eye caused by dust or other foreign bodies carried 
by the wind. 8 far as my experience goes, periodic 
ophthalmia is as prevalent in winter as in summer. It 
may effect any breed of horse, but is comparatively rare 
in mules, 

During the first eighteen months or two years of the 
war, when the - majority of the animals with the 
me ype orce in France were British horses, 
ae ophthalmia was rarely seen. During the early 

If of 1917, following the German retreat on the Somme, 
the British Army occupied a large tract of country 
which had previously been occupied by the German 
army. About the same time we had a lot of foreign im- 
ported horses sent out from England. A few months 
afterwards I found many cases of periodic ophthalmia 
among the horses in units under my Veterinary charge. 
I do not know if the disease was introduced by the new 
horses we received, or if it was contracted from premises 
previously occupied by German horses. I merely men- 
tion these as possible sources of infection. So far as I 
know the channel of infection and method of spread has 
not yet been definitely ascertained. All attempts to 
inoculate animals with the discharges from infected 
eyes by depositing on the surface of the eye or injecting 
subcutaneously in the neighbourhood of the eye of a 
healthy animal have so far failed. Possibly infection 
takes place by inhalation or ingestion, more likely the 
latter. If this is the case it is not difficult to under- 
stand animals contracting the disease from infective 
material in certain specific areas, e.g. the war stained 
insanitary area of the Somme district, patches of which 
have been overcrowded with horses for several years. 

Thanks to the original work carried out by Capt. 
Thos. Dalling, R.A.v.c., of No. 2 Vety. Hospital, Havre, 
we now know the definite causal organism of periodic 
ophthalmia, which has been found in the optic nerve. 

is is described by Dalling as a cocco-bacillus and 
named the “ Nerve Bacillus,” 1-2 microns long by ‘5-1 
micron wide. By intra-venous injection of old culture 
in broth of the bacillus, guinea pigs and horses have been 
experimentally infected. Further details of the bacillus 
are given in an article by Capt. Dalling in the Veterinary 
Journal for Jan., 1919. 


SYMPTOMS, 


The disease may manifest itself in a variety of forms. 
The attack in every case comes on —_ suddenly, often 
seen first thing in the morning, although the horse 
looked perfectly normal the day before. It may affect 
one or both eyes; in later attacks it usually affects both. 
One eye may = even four or five attacks, but finally 
it is involved. The local symptoms vary in different 
animals. In some corneitis is developed whilst in others 
iritis is the predominant symptom. 

At the beginning of an attack the eyelids are inflamed 
and very painful. When corneitis is present the animal 
is very frightened to have the eyelids touched. The first 
thing one notices is the closed eye, lachrymation ; on 
opening the lids, which it is necessary to do very gently, 
one finds the cornea is blurred and the conjunctiva in- 
flamed. The aqueous humour has a grayish sediment 
in it. Later there is a grayish infiltration of the cornea, 
generally starting at the periphery end, spreadin 
towards the centre. There is general constitutiona 
disturbance for the first three or four days of the attack. 
During this period the temperature will rise to 103° or 
104°F, or even in some cases to 105° or 106°F. About 
the fourth or fifth day of an attack the temperature sub- 
sides. The attack usually lasts ten days to three weeks, 


At the end of the attack inflammatory symptoms dis- 
appear, the cornea clears up and in most cases the eye 
becomes apparently normal, but occasionally one finds 
cases in which there persists a very slight milky-white 
cloudiness in the cornea, 

In the other form iritis is the outstanding symptom. 
The upper eyelid is swollen, but not quite so badly in- 
flamed as in the keratitis form. The eye is kept closed. 
At first there is slight turbidity of the aqueous humour : 
the pupil is contracted, there is immobility of the iris, 
and synechia. The aqueous humour becomes opaque 
and yellowish green in colour. As in the other form 
there are febrile symptoms and general constitutional 
disturbance. There is at first defective vision, and about 
the third day of the attack there is temporary blindness 
which persists for the duration of the attack, usually 
lasting about two to four weeks. At the end of the 
attack the aqueous humour clears up, and the — be- 
comes less contracted save in those cases where you 
have synechia. In either the Corneitis or [ritis form, 
the later the attack, the greater the amount of inflam- 
mation > and the longer the duration, until with 
the fifth or sixth attack, or even the eighth attack, 

rmanent blindness is developed. In this case the 

lindness is due to degeneration in the 7 nerve and 
retina, whereas the temporary period of blindness in the 
previous attack is due to the opacity in the cornea or 
aqueous humour. 

When permanent blindness has taken place, there is 
no further symptom of pain ; there is often Glaucoma, 
and if pressure is — to the eye it does not retract. 
When corneitis is the prominent symptom ulceration of 
the cornea may take place, and blindness supervenes 
even ina primary attack. Ordinary ophthalmia is not 
nearly so persistent, and in such cases you do not find 
such great constitutional disturbance as in the periodic 
form. The attack does not last so long, and it is not apt 
torecur. In true somme ophthalinia I consider the 
prognosis unfavourable in every case. In my opinion 
in all cases of periodic ophthalmia the final result is 
blindness, and this takes place usually in the 6th, 7th 
or 8th attack. In the 1st or 2nd attack the local symptoms 
in the eye disappear in two or three weeks, and the ani- 
mal is apparently cured. The thickening and inflamma- 
tion: of the eyelids subsides, but there is left a peculiar 
wrinkling of the uppereyelid. The interval between 
attacks when active symptoms occur, varies from two 
to six months. Owing to the intermittent character of 
the disease diagnosis is sometimes difficult, but each 
attack leaves behind certain signs which persist. The 
most common is the peculiar wrinkling of the upper 
eyelid. The head of a horse that has had an attack is 
pegaaty carried at that angle assumed by one eyed 

orses. 

When corneitis has been present there often remains 
a haze or bluish white cloudiness at the edge of the 
cornea ; this is more evident after every succeeding 
attack. In the earlier attacks usually only one eye is 
affected, and comparison of the eyes is a great help in 
determining if the animal has had an attack. The eye 
which is affected is retracted more than the healthy one 
and for this reason appears smaller. In those cases 
where iritis has been present one finds on examination 
of the eye a yellowish or greenish yellowish light is 
reflected from below the lens. Opaque lines or spots 
may be detected on the capsule of the lens or in the 
aqueous or vitreous humour. After the second or third 
attack the pupil is usually contracted, this is due to ad- 
hesion of the posterior part of the iris to the capsule of 
the lens. 

TREATMENT. 


In spite of the unfavourable prognosis which I should 
give, treatment is desirable in every attack. First from 


a humanitarian point of view, as this is a painful 


| 
| 
| | 
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affection for the horse, and by appropriate treatment 
may be rendered less painful ; and further the tempor- 
ary blindness which place during the earlier attacks can 
be more readily cleared up. At present there is nothing 
that I know that will prevent the final result of blind- 
ness in an animal that has become infected with the 
disease. Further research is necessary, and when this 
has been carried out by our bacteriologists, I am in 
hopes that we shall be provided with preventative, diag- 
nostic and curative agents. In the meantime, if we hope 
to keep the disease in check, it is advisable to adopt 
isolation and segregation. 

In all cases of Periodic Md poner the eye tends to 
clear up without any special treatment ; in primary and 
secondary attacks this resolution may be hastened by 
the use of local dressings. Most of the Veterinary 
Officers with the rn | in France whom I have asked 
about their treatment for Periodic Ophthalmia appeared 
to have aspecial treatment of theirown. Among the 
more common applications used may be mentioned 
Calomel powder: Tr. iodine: Lugol’s sol: Biniod of 
~ Belladonna ung: Atropine : Zinc chlor.: Zinc sulph. 

may say that I have seen all these drugs tried on 
cases. The calomel was used in the form of powder. 
I do not consider any drug applied in the form of 
powder a good mg or the treatment of affections of 
the eyes in horses. The blowing of the powder into the 
eye frightens the avimal, which at the time is unusually 
sensitive about the eyes. This tends to make the horses 
so treated difficult to handle about the head. Again, if 
too great a quantity of such common eye. remedies as 
calomel or acetate of lead are used, it may havea harm- 
ful effect on the eye. 

In those cases of Iritis contracted pupil the use of 
mydriatics such as Belladonna and its alkaloid, atropine, 
nndoubtedly have a beneficial effect. In addition tothe 
local anesthetic effect it dilates the pupil and tends to 
reduce the chances of posterior synechia. Iodine or 4% 
Biniod. Hg. ung. applied to the upper eyelid reduces 
the oedema and stimulates the surrounding lymphatics, 
and thus promotes a quicker clearing of the opacity in 
the eye in the earlier attacks of the disease. The in 
jection of Lugol’s Sol. with a hypodermic syringe into 
the depth of supra-orbital cavity has a similar effect. 
In practice the latter method is preferable to applying a 
counter irritant ointment to the eyebrow. Boracic aeid 
sol. is useful in the early stages for fomenting the eye 
3-4 times daily. It has an analgesic and antiseptic 
effect. Solutions of Zn Cl, Zn S 04 or Agno3 are use- 
ful in treating the Keratitis form after the first inflam- 
matory symptoms of an attack have somewhat subsided. 
In general treatment I would recommend fomentations 
4-6 times a day with warm Boracic acid solution, pro- 
tect the eye from strong — by means of wire cage 
covered with dark cloth. The custom of coveri peo 
eye by means of a piece of canvas or other cloth sus- 
pended from the brow band of the bridle or head collar 
should be condemned ; it causes irritation of the inflam- 
ed parts already sensitive and painful, it is liable soon 
to become soiled and is not hygienic. 

When the very acute inflammation of the eyelids has 
been reduced and the eye is affected with the Keratitis 
form, I would apply a 1% Sol. of ao. If the symp- 
toms are principally in the iris and lens I would inject 
5c.c. of Lugol’s Sol. into the supra-orbital cavity every 
second dey. This treatment reduces the period of an 
attack when aetive symptoms are present. 

The general febrile symptoms would be treated in the 
erdinary way by giving mashes and febrifuges. 

Finally there is the attack, which may be the 4th, 5th 
or 6th, when permanent blindness is the result ; when 
this stage is reached further treatment is useless. There 
is then found on p.m. degeneration of the optic nerve 


and atrophy of the retina. Cataract is a frequent sequel 
to the iritis forms. 

Vaccines made from the Nerve Bacillus have been 
tried as a method of treatment. I am in hopes that 
this will prove valuable in the early stages of the 
disease. In the later stages, where there is structural 
alterations in the optic nerve, it is hardly conceivable 
that any method of treatment will be of any use. 


Discussion. 


The PrEsipENT remarked that Mr. De Vine had only 
been home from the army a short time but had readily 
agreed to give his experiences on a disease they 
had perhaps not yet heard the last of. He took this 
opportunity of welcoming back other members of the 
forces, and probably they would be able to contribute 
usefully to the discussion. 

Mr. Over said the paper was so very complete that it 
was difficult to carry it any further at the present stage. 
He met with a great number of cases in France, and as 
for treatment, first one thing and thenanother was tried 
but none of them did much good. The trouble returned 
later on. Warm fomentation with boracic was as good 
oes, and at least it afforded the animal most 
relief. 

Mr. Hee is agreed that the essayist had left little that 
was fresh to be said. It was his (the speaker’s) experi- 
ence that there was a predisposition to periodic ophthal- 
mia with horses that had F apaaer had any febrile 
trouble, suchas influenza. He could not share Mr. De 
Vine’s opinion that mules were comparatively free from 
the disease, because he had seen as many cases amongst 
mules as amongst horses. 

Mr. STEVENS said the disease presented many pecu- 
liarities, breaking out in the most unexpected places and 
sometimes not breaking out when it was expected. It 
did not y mol to him to be very contagious among the 
animals themselves ; the cases were generally isolated, 
standing apart from each other. He could not remember 
any two animals standing side by side having it. He 
a toa unit in France that had the disease very 
badly. A heavy battery which had suffered from it 
moved to fresh ground and another battery, apparently 
free from the disease, came in. The new battery had 
not been long in these lines before there was an outbreak 
of periodic ophthalmia, and in the meantime the old 
battery had no fresh cases on its new ground. The only 
suggestion he could offer was that the ground was badly 
affected. It must have been the ground, as they were 
in open lines. 

r. Pow zy said he had no experience of the trouble, 
but he would like to ask whether there was any advant- 
age in damping the food. He had seen it suggested that 
it was a good thing as a preventive measure. What was 
the — the agglutination test‘in regard to the causal 
organism 

r. De Vine: The whole thing is in its infancy yet, 
so that I cannot go into it to that extent. 

Mr. MarTIN remarked that although he had not seen 
any cases, he quite expected he would do so as army 
horses became spread over the country. 

Mr. Brooke thought most of them must have seen 

iodic ophthalmia at some time or other, but they may 

ve doubted as to whether it was ific. When he 
had met with such a case he had isolated it, although he 
never thought there was anything contagious about it. 
The case had generally run the course indicated by Mr. 
De Vine. There was effusion into the anterior chamber 
and adhesion of the iris to the front of the lens. He 
to differ in his opinion with regard to the value 

of calomel as a treatment. He had tried it in eye cases, 
not so much with horses as with dogs, and as a stimulant 
for ulcer of the cornea he thought there was nothing 
finer than calomel. ; 


| 
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.The PresIpDENT said he could have wished that the 
discussion had been more general—that more had taken 
part in it, but he quite realised the difficulty. This was 
a disease they knew very little about. With regard to 
the benefits of isolation, several men with whom he had 


spoken shared the os of Mr. Stevens, that the fresh | good 


case was not generally next to the animal already affect- 
ed but some distance away. That seemed to suggest 
that the ordinary risk of contagion was not present, but 
that there was ay omega on the part of some 
animals to take the disease. Another point was the 
localities in which the affection was found, and he could 
not help inquiring whether they got cases in Italy as 
well ason the Somme. Was it the soil or the climate, 
or what was it that gave rise to the disease ? 

Mr. Powley added that Mr. Malcolm’s last remark 
suggested the further question as to whether the disease 
was common to animals in the stable or to animals that 
were confined to the land. 

Mr. Over said most of the cases he saw were in horses 
that same from abroad and before the war he had met 
with it in polo ponies that were imported from the 
Argentine. He could scarcely recall a single instance in 
which an English animal was affected. 

The Hon. Szc., invited to take part in the discussion, 
said his lack of knowledge prevented him, as he had not 
come across this disease. However, he would like to 
thank Mr. De Vine for his most interesting essay. The 
benefit of the experience of men who had served in 
France would stand the profession in good stead in the 
future. He had one or two cases of eye trouble in horses 
when he had not been able to ascertain exactly what it 
had been. After ordinary treatment the trouble dis- 
appeared, and there had been no recurrence. 

Mr. De VinE replying to the discussion, thanked the 
various speakers for the compliments they had paid 
him. Although he had read a paper, he hoped they 
would not think he was posing as an expert. @ was 
really a great deal in the dark about this disease, and it 
was only recently that he ee any information at all 
about the pathology of it. The bacillus which had been 
discovered by Dalling seemed to make a choice of set- 
tling on the optic nerve ; at least, that was where Dalling 
had found it in most cases. Although only one eye 
might be affected at the a, Se usual result was per- 
manent blindness, and undoubtedly the bacillus spread 
along the nerve from one eye to the other. Extirpation 
of the eye might, of course, be attempted, to prevent the 
trouble spreading to the eye that was sound. The nerve 
bacillus had been found just immediately in the optic 
nerve behind the eye. Dr. Dor, who was alleged to have 
found the bacillus in the vitreous humour, maintained 
that it required an acid media to live in, and that when 
an alkaline media formed the trouble cleared up. Dor 
was the only anthority he had come across who mention- 
ed anything of that kind. A great number of authori- 
ties had attempted to discover organisms in discharges 
from the eye, but nothing specific. Mr. Heelis said 7 
found the trouble as common in mules as in horses. He 
could quite believe that, because Mr. Heelis was with 
the cavalry ; they generally had British horses which 
as they all knew, were the best riding horses in the world 
and therefore the cavalry got a less percentage of horses 
of foreign breed than other units. Personally, he saw 
very little ophthalmia in mules, although he certainly 
saw some. Most of the cases he saw were in horses 
imported from America. The cavalry moved about from 
place to place and were not on lines occupied by horses 
month after month, winter and summer, where the 
ground became more or less infected. He was at one 
with Mr. Stevens in the idea that the land might be, 
and the worst outbreak he came across was on 
Somme, where horses had occupied the same ground 
months on end. He had seen several cases of isolated 


thalmia in units; that was, where a case existed and 
the next one broke out 10 or 20 horses down the line, 
instead of next to it. He certainly believed the ground 
had something to do with it, but he could not say 
definitely. to whether damping the food wee a 
thing, as one speaker had s ted, it was well to 
remember that dry food contained a lot of dust, which 
might be disturbed by the horse blowing on it and the 
eye become affected in that way. He did not think food 
could cause the trouble in any other way. es 
He had seen a good deal of ophthalmia due to gas. Tn 
such cases the lips were swollen and there was uleerasion 

of the mucous membrane of the eyelid, a lot of the 
animals died of suffocation due to the swelling inthe 
caused by the gas. But those animals that 

ived suffered from no apparent permanent after e 

In treatment he noticed that Mr. Brooke pinned, his 
faith to calomel. It might be a very good thing in cer- 
tain conditions, but when one gave a thing in powder, 
one could not give a definite dose. Mr. Brooke was an 
authority in the treatment of dogs, and he accepted his 
statement that calomel had answered with them, but 
with a horse it was different. His experience was that 
if he blew something into a horse’s eye he could not 
handle the head afterwards to put « bridle on. When 
they knew that a disease was due to any organism, 
whether introduced through the food or off the soil, he 
thought isolation was a good thing. Though the disease 
may not spread directly, isolation stopped it by means 
of acarrier. As to whether any cases had been found 
among horses in this country that had come back ftom 
France, he must answer in the affirmative. He had seen 
several such himself. He thought it was qiite on ‘the 
cards that they would have some ophthalmia to deal 
with before very long, especially where animals were 
crowded on the soil. He could not say whether horses 
were chiefly affected in stables or in the open. In France 
practically all the horses were in the open, or at least 


only under sheds, 

A hearty vote of thanks was to Mr, De Vine 
for his paper, on the motion of the President, seconded 
by the Hon. Sec 


The members then adjourned for tea before separating. 
H. J. Dawes, F.R.C.V.S., Hon. Sec 


DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


A meeting was held in the Crown Hotel, Castle 
Douglas, on June 2nd, of the veterinary surgeons in 
Dumfries and Galloway counties. | 

Present—Messrs Lindsay and Baird, Dumfries ; 
Milligan and wy, Annan ; A. Edgar, Whithorn ; 
Allan and Waddell, Castle Douglas ; Nicholson and 
MacAlister, Kirkeudbright. 

Apologies were read from—Messrs MacConnell, Wig- 
town ; McKinlay, Stranraer ; Pollock, Lockerbie ; Dunlop 
posed that a Society be 

r. Jas. LINDSAY pro a 
of the professiona] members in Galloway and 10 
the Society to be called the “ Dumfries and Galloway 
Veterinary Medical Society.” 
d the motion was unani- 


Mr. MILLIGAN seconded. 
mously agreed to. 

Mr. Epaar that Mr. McConnell, Wigtown, 
be elected the first President of the Society. 

Mr. Edgar said that Mr. McConnell was one of the 
best known and respected men in the profession, and he 
had no doubt that if Mr. MeConnell would accept, the 
suecess of the Society would be assured. Mr. Milligati 


seconded. 
Several of the members present hoped that Mr Mo- 


Connell would 
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"Mr. MILLIGAN proposed Mr. Lindsay as Vice-Presi- 
dent ; seconded by Mr. Edgar. This was unanimously 
eed to 


Mr. MAcALIsTER was elected Secretary and Treasurer. 
' Subscription. On the motion of Mr. Baird, seconded 
by Mr. Edgar, the entrance fee was fixed at £1 1s., and 
yearly subscription at 10/6 é 

Mr. Linpsay took the chair, and said that as the 
meeting was called to discuss and adopt a minimum 
scale of fees for the district, they would proceed to dis- 
cuss same. 

The fees adopted are similar to those fixed by the 
Glasgow Committee, with a few alterations :— 
* Mileage 1/6, instead of 1/3; Night visits 8 p.m, 
to 6 a.m. double fees. Parturition: minimum £1 1s. ; 
Milk fever injection 5/-. Examination for Insurance 
en ; rates fixed by the National V. M. Associa- 
jon. 
' The meeting terminated after a lengthy discussion. 


Nei H. MacA.ister, 
Hon. Sec. 


THANKS TO ELECTORS. 


_ Dear Sir.—As one of the two new members of the 
Contncil .will you kindly permit me through the medium 
of your journal to thank those Fellows and Members of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons who so kindly 
voted in my favour. 

Evidently the profession is in favour of a progressive 
policy, and it will be my constant endeavour to watch 
the interests of the members and merit their confidence. 


Yours faithfull 
G. P. 


THE STATUS OF THE PROFESSION. 


Dear Sir,—Permit me to offer an apology re some re- 
marks of mine which appeared in The Record relative 
to this subject, where I questioned the courage of 
Public School-boys. It was really a case of my being 
unfortunate in expressing myself, as the courage of our 
Public School-boys as shown in the late war will remain 
a monument for all time. 

What I should have said was, “In how many Public 
School-boys would be found the natural instinct to be- 
come successful Veterinary Surgeons.” I offer no 
apology for this expression, for I am of opinion that the 

e 


terinary Surgeon is a good deal like the poet, “born, 
not made. 


“*Watchman’s” observations on our “low-grade pro- 
fession” are in my opinion likely to do more harm than 
good, especially to our younger members. To the older 
members like myself it does not matter so much, as we 
are in a better position to take measurements. 

From “ Watchman’s” style of writing, which is good, 
he would have shone as a journalist ; and this reminds 
me that in no profession is the “square man in the 
round hole” deserving of greater sympathy than in the 
Veterinary.—I am yours, etc., 
The Gables, Reigate, 

.. Surrey, June 16. 


Cuas. A. Squarr. 


UNDIAGNOSED—AN ENQUIRY. 

_. To the Editor of the Veterinary Record. 
‘Dear Sir,—I shall be very glad if any of your readers 
will help me with suggestions on the following case :— 
The subject is a nine year old cart horse, and the 
symptoms are absolutely identical with stringhalt, 
exeept that the spasmodic flexion of the leg is shown 


j 


principally when the animal is standing in the stable, 
or when pos, for a time while at work. e 
symptoms usually pass off entirely after the horse has 
walked 10 or 20 —_. He has been known to gallop 
freely about a field a few minutes after leaving the stable 
Ta) vy affected that he almost fell over when first 
moved. 

The symptoms have been coming on gradually for 
about two years, but are now so acute that the animal 
is rapidly losing condition, and will soon be useless if 
nothing is done. well 

I notice that Méller recommends dividing the per- 
oneous tendon below the hock for stringhalt. Have any 
of your readers had any successs with this operation ! 
And would it be advisable in this case ? 

I shall be very grateful for any helpful suggestions. 


Yours faithfully, 
A. C. Witson. 


228 High Street, Berkhamsted. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.VS. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veteri 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the mon. oA of the follow. 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 


Adamson, D., Bolton 

Adamson, J., M.c., Capt. R.A.V.C. 

Cattell, A. J., Brecon 

Capt. R.A.V.C. 

Dobbin . Newton, Darlington 

Fowle, Warwick, Birkenhead 

Hoddinott, D. R. F., Evesham 

Holland, J.. Ath 

Howard, C. W., sing 

Jarvie, T. R., Gateshead-on-Tyne 

Linton, R. G., Edinburgh 

Powley, J.O. Birmingham 

Senior, J. W., Wem. 

Sherriff, W., Capt. r.a.v.c. 

Taylor, C., Capt. R.A.v.c., 1918-19 

Thomas, F. W. | a R.A.V.C. 1 
Previously acknowledged 844 1 


£863 10 10 


t 


1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
2 0 
1 0 
2 0 

0 
2 10 


1 


June 17. 


ANGLO-FRaNco- BELGIAN VETERINARY Reiger Funp 
10 Red Lion Square, W.C. 1. 


The following Doaations are tefu acknow- 
ledged :— ily 


R. M. Bamford, Capt. R.A.v.c. 21 10 
W. B. Edwards, Lt.-Col. R.a.v.c. 5 5 0 
Lloyd, Sheffield 110 
H. A. MacCormack, London ez 
A. Smith, Lt.-Col. 1.c.v.p. ee 
C. A. Squair, Reigate » 2 0 
Previously acknowledged 251 9 7 

June 17. £261 19 7 


OBITUARY. 


ALFRED MArsTON, Sarmiento, Buenos Aires. 
Graduated Edin: May, 1895. 
Died ist June. 


Epwarp Perry, Ibstock, Leics. 
1865, Edin: Jan. 1880 
Died 1st June, aged 83. 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Buckingham Palace, June 12. 
The King held an investiture ig the quadrangle of 
han Palace, at 11 o’clock. 
The introduced into the 


ollowing were several] 
presence of His Majesty when the King invested them 


with the Insignia of the respective Divisions of the 
Orders into which they have been admitted :— 


THE DisTINGuISHED SERVICE ORDER. 
* * * * 


Captain Harry Powe LL. 


His Majesty then conferred decorations as follows :— 
THE Mitrrary Cross. 


Captain Josepn LAURIE. 


MENTIONED IN DISPATCHES. 


rg oe is the completion of the dispatch received 

by the Secretary of State for War from General F. R. 

rl of Cavan, K.P., K.C.B., M.v.o., Commander-in-Chief 

of the British Forces in Italy, dated January 18, 1919 : 

Braid, T.Capt. P. Carroll, T.Capt. P. A., 35th Mob. 

Vet. Sec. eh Capt. R. H. Little, T. Capt. E., 

Ist Vet. Hosp. Little, T.Capt. R. J., 22nd Vet. Hosp. 
Little, T.Capt. W. L., F.R.c.v.s. 


The following dispatch has been received by the 

Secretary of State for War :— 
Pretoria, January 20, 1919. 

Sir,—I have the honour to forward herewith my 
recommendations in favour of the under-mentioned 
Officers, ies, Warrant Officers, Non-commissioned 
Officers and Men for valuable services rendered during 
the period ist August, 1918, to the conclusion of 


hostilities. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
J. L. Van DEVENTE 
Lieutenant-General, Commander-in-Chief, 
East African Force. 


J Capt. E. M., m.c.,S.A.V.C. ; McoNag, Capt. A., 

8.A.V.C. 
The Secretary of State for War has received the 
following dispatch :— 
General Headquarters, 
Mesopotamian Force, 
ir,—With reference to pa ph 39 of my dispatc 
dated 1st Feb., 1919, I have the ve to submit here- 
with a list names of those officers serving, or who have 
served, under my command, whose distinguished and 
lant services and devotion to duty I consider deserv- 
ing of special mention. ; 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
W. R. 
Lieut.-General Commanding-in-Chief, 
Mesnpotamian Expeditionary Force. 
* 

Williams. Lt.-Col. (T.Brig.-Gen.), G. M., c.m.a., (Staff). 
Bell, T.Capt. J. Chadwick, Capt. . (T.F.) 
Dier, T.Capt.H.V. Lawrence, Capt.C.J.R. Nicholl, 
Capt. (A/Maj.) E. McK. Reynolds, T.Capt. (A/Maj.) 

EO. homson, Capt. J.H.(1.F.) Thwaytes, 
Capt. (A./Maj.) R.C.G. Williams, Maj. (A./Lt.-Col.) 

D.8.0., F.R.C.V.8.. Wood, Maj. and Bt. Lt.-Col. 

(A./Col.) W. A. 


The names of the following have been brought to the 
notice of the Secretary of State for War by Maj.-Gen. 
W. FE. Ironsrpg, d.s.0., Commanding-in-Chief 
Northern Russia ma appease Force, for valuable and 
distinguished services rendered in connexion with the 
operations at Archangel — 


Barnett, Capt. G., M.c., R.A.V.0. 


The following despatch has Hten received by the 
Secretary of State for War :— 
Headquarters, 
Egyptian Army and Sudan Government, 
Khartoum, 26th Jan., 1919. 
Sir,—I have the honour to forward herewith the 
names of officers, officials and others whose work in 
connexion with military operations, and the situation in 
the Sudan created by the War, is deserving of special 
notice and commendation. 
1 have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant. 
Lee Strack, Major-General. 
Acting Sirdar of the Egyptian Army and 
Acting Governor-General of the So an. 


* * 


Soutar, Cap. J. J. M., r.a.v.c. Tapley, Maj. and Bt, 
Lt.-Col. J. J. B., D.8.0., R.A.V.C. 
The following Despatch has been received by the 

Secretary of State for War :— 


General Headquarters, 
5th March, 1919. 
Sir,—I have the honour to forward herewith a list of 
officers, Nurses, other ranks. and civilians, whom I| 
consider worthy of mention for their services during the 
period from September 19, 1918, to Januaty 31st, 1919. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, © ; 
E. H. H. ALLensy, General. 
Commander-in-Chief, 
Egyptian Expeditionary Force. 
* * ar * 

Srarr: Bartrum, Capt. V.A., 0.B.E., R.A.V.C. 
(T.F,). Beatty, Maj. P. V., R.a.v.c. Butler, Col 
.-Gen.) E. R.C., .M.G., F.R.O.V.8., B.A.V 

ail, Maj. (A/Lt.-Col.) F. r.a.v.c. Lloyd, Capt: 

(T.Maj. G., D.8.0., R.A.V.C. (8.R.) Nicholas, Maj. 
T.Lt.-Col.) J., r.a.v.c. Grey, G. O. 

ollis, T.Qemr. and Lt. W. Martin, T.Capt. T. D. M. 
Maynard, T.Capt. F. O. Morrow, T.Capt. J. J. 
Wate T.Capt . Whitehead, T.Capt.G. Williams, 
Capt. H. B. 

Aitken, Capt. W. (T.¥.). Cunningham, Capt. J. (T.F.). 
Mclntyre, Capt. (T.Major) P.(T.F). Palmer, Cupt. 
(A/Major) R. B., M.c. (7.8.). 

aessag ones, Major F., a.a.v.c. Worthington, Major 

A-A.V.C. 


Extracts from London Gazette a8 
Wak Orriog, June 5. 


Reocutar Forces. Army Corps. 


The follg. temp- Capts. relinquish their commns. (June 6), 
and retain the rank of Capt. :—P. J. Sheil, on account 
of ill-health contracted on active service; A. A. 
Hayman, on acct. of ill-health caused by wounds. 

Capt. J. M. Richardson, T.¥., to be actg. Maj. whilst 
holding the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (Feb, 24). a 

une 6. 

Temp. ‘Pt R. K. Porteous relinquishes his comm. on 
acct. of ill-health (June 7), and retains the rank of 


Capt. 
C.A.V.C.—Temp. Lt. O. V. Gunning to be temp. Capt. 
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fem Capt N. Wright relinquishes his commn. on 
Of ill-health (Apr. 6), the rank of Capt. 
Ores. and Lt. F. Benwell, p.c.m., R.A.V.C., to 
= Gon — Art. 330, R. Wt. for Pay and Promotion 
une 1). 


June 12. 
Temp. Capt. W. P. B. Beal ee HY actg. rank of 
ceasing tofiold appt. of D.A.D.V.S, (Mar. 18), 
(substd. for notification in Gazette April 25). 
Capt. D. S. Rabagliati is as 
not Rabaghiati, as in Gazette 


Tampi Capt. P. MacLaughlin relinquishes his commn. 

niopaect. of ill-health contracted on active service 

(dune 13), and retains rank of Capt. 

Vet. Corps—Temp. Capt. 8. Elley resigns his 
commn. (Dec. 3, 1916), and retains the rank of Capt. 
(substituted for Gazette notification Feb. 17, 1917). 

4 June 13. 

9). 

June 14, 

Capt. P:J. Malone relinquishes the actg. rank of Maj. 
re i, Temp. Lt. F. W. Thompson to be temp. 

pt. 


pril 22). 
June 17. 
Capt. H.C. J , 0.B.E., T.F., relinquishes the 
rank of Lt.-Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. of A.D.V. 
ton) The following Capts. relinquish the actin 
j.:—On ceasing to hold the appt. o 


| Nieholl (Dec. 7, 1918) ; R. C. G. Thwaytes (Dec. 20, 
»1918)3;0H. Peele, T.¥., on ceasing to hold the appt. of 
~D,A.D.V.8. (March 23) ; F. Hopkin, t.F. (May 13). 
Temp. Lts. to be temp. Capts. :—O. McGuirk a 18) ; 
S. Grogan 


S. G. McKee, L. Senecal (May 22); W. 
Force, Royal ArMy VETERINARY Corps. 


The surname of Temp. 
described, 


emp: L.’S. Holmes to be temp. Capt. (May 


(May 28). 
— June 7. 


Capt, . Maj.) J. R. 1 relinquis 3 
June 11, 
Gapt, D:.R. C. Tennant, F.R.C.v.s., to be Maj. (May 11). 
RESERVE. June 14. 
Chpt.'J;.M. Magill, from R.A.V.C.), to be Capt. (June 15). 
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“The “law” of supply and demand. 


llowing is from the editorial of the current 
The eat Trades Jowrnal. 


“We recently called attention to the indiscrimate 
slaaphter of = & that was taking place under Control, 
and pointed out how serious it was for the future of the 
meat industry. With trol the prices = by 
retail traders have more than doubled, and this adds 
one mone danger to our supply, for if breeders and 
feeders can realise 2s. per lb. for them, the temptation 
gosel) ia:too big a test, and the last state of our herds 
il]. ba even worse than we anticipated. It is idle to 
an the farmer and talk about his greed, etc. It is 
e butchers’ fault, for they make the price, to the 
entirg,gatisfaction of the seller. Will we as a trade 
nexer, learn” ?” 
The following intimation appears in the daily press 
of Jame: 20 :— 
oes, es, which ought to have been kept for rearing, 
inden sold in large quantities for slanghter. This 
bas iven grave concern to the Board of Agriculture, 
fhe Fond Controller, after very careful considera- 
tion, and with the concurrence of the Board of Agricul- 


Eighty animals r 


H. C. Higgine (Dec. 2, 1918); E. McK. |' 


ture, has re-im maximum retail —~ for veal. 
These prices will, until further notice, be the same as 
those in force up to May 31. The new Order, which 
does not apply to Ireland, will come into force on Monday. 


RecisfRaTIon To ConTINUE. 


As a result of the recent drought and its detrimental 
effect on the fattening of livestock, there is a da ‘of 
the amount of meat available for consumption being 
restricted, and the Food Ministry has accordingly de- 
cided that the registration of customers with retailers 
for butcher’s meat, which it had been hoped to abolish 
on June 30th must continue.” : 


At the sale of Lord Rayleigh’s Friesian cattle, the 
bull “ Levenham Janus,” 24 years, made 3600 guineas, 
and a cow, “ vin a six years old, 5300 guineas, 

ised 22090 guineas. 


Claim for value of a Horse. 
Kicked, or struck by Lightning ? | 


At the Carnarvonshire Assizes on Tuesday, Mr. 
Justice Avory and Jury heard an action brought by 
Evan Thomas, farmer, “Tan-y-dderwen,” Llanddein- 
totem, sgnieet Grace Roberts, “ Braich Riffri,” in the same 
parish, —— £150, being the value of a horse alleged 
to have been killed by a ferocious stallion which had 
from the defendant’s land on to the plaintiff's 
and. 

Mr. Artemus Jones, K.c., and Mr. T. E. Morris 
(instructed by Mr. Richard :Roberts) appeared for the 
plaintiff, and Sir Ellis Griffith, k.c.. and Mr. Austin 
Jones (instructed by Mr. Thornton Jones) for the 
defendant. 

The plaintiff, Evan Thomas, said he had been offered 
£150 for the horse. He was all right the night before. 
He had offered to settle with the defendant, but she 
refused, because Mr. Trevor Williams had told her that 
the gelding had died as the result of lightning going up 
its nostril and fracturing the skull. 

Richard Thomas, son of the plaintiff, said he turned 
the horse into the field on the night of the 11th Sept., 
and it was alright when he saw it at 11.30 that night. 
Early the following morning he saw a stallion in the 
—_ and some distance away was their horse lying 

Cross-examined : Witness said that he did not hear 
any thunder nor did he see any lightning the previous 
night after he turned the horse into the field. 

Mr. L. W. Wynn Lloyd, m.8.c.v.s., Carnarvon, said 
when he examined the horse he saw thirteen marks on 
the horse’s side, and they appeared to him to be bite 
marks and there were five or six marks on the other 
side. He madea -mortem examination and found 
all the organs healthy. He then decided to defer the 
remainder-of his examination until the following day, 
and get a knacker to skin the horse, and then examine 
the skull and spinal cord. When he got home he phoned 
to Mr. Trevor Williams to ask him to meet him the 
following day to complete the examination, as he wanted 
to do justice to both parties. The following day Mr. 
Trevor Williams, instead of meeting him at the 
plaintiff's farm, went todefendant’s farm. After waiting 
a while he went to defendant’s place and found Mr, 
Williams examining the stallion. On the way to 

orse was killed by lightning.”  areramned 
with the post-mortem. The tead was skinn There 
was a fracture of the skull, and Mr. Trevor Williams 
agreed that that was the cause of death. It was a 
depressed fracture, and there was a deal of t- 
ion of the parts immediately under it. There would be 
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less likelihood of hemorrhage because death was instant- 
aneous. 

Cross-examined by Sir Ellis Griffith : After seeing the 
dead horse he telephoned to Mr. Trevor Williams at 
Llangefni, as he could not make out the cause of death 
at the time. He (Mr. Lloyd) ultimately came to the 
conclusion that the horse died from shock following 
concussion. He was of opinion that the blow could not 
have been infiicted after the horse’s death. The marks 
on the horse were bites. 

Mr. R. Jones, M.R.c.v.8., Towyn, Merioneth, said he 
saw the dead horse on September 15th, 1918. He found 
teeth marks on the skin. He was of opinion that death 
was due to shock caused by fracture. 

Cross-examined, witness admitted that the blow 
might have been inflicted either by a horse or through 
human agency. There were thirteen marks on one side 
of the horse and six on the other. In his opinion light- 
ning was an impossible cause of death. If the horse 
had been struck by lightning decomposition would 
ze set in at once. He never saw a case of this kind 

ore. 

Mr. David Evans, m.R.c.v.s., Llanrwst, corroborated 
the two last witnesses. 

J. Morris Williams, a neighbouring farmer, said he 
valued the dead horse at £150. 

R. Jones said he lived near the plaintiff's and defend- 
ant’s farms. He was also of opinion that the horse was 
worth about £150. 

Dr. Taylor Jones, Professor of Physics at the Bangor 
University College, said lightning might cause fracture 
but in that case it would leave a mark on the skin. If 
lightning had gone up one nostril and came out through 
the other, it would have left a mark. 


THE DEFENCE. 


Sir Ellis Griffith for the Defence, said that there was 
a violent thunder storm on the night the horse was 
killed. Mr. Wynn Lloyd went to the defendant’s house 
but never said a word about the horse having been killed 
as the result of a kick. Mr. Lloyd!made notes at the 
time but those notes could not now be found. They 
ought to have been in the possession of the solicitor for 
plaintiff. There was no mention of horse bites in those 
notes from beginning to end. Mr. Lloyd had a consulta- 
tion with Mr. Trevor Williams. The latter suggested 
that the horse had been killed by lightning. 

Miss Grace Roberts, the Defendant, said the Plaintiff 
came to her about the deadshorse. He said her stallion 
had killed his horse, and he was not going to stand the 
loss. There was a heavy thunder storm the previous 
night and she suggested that Mr. Wynn Lloyd should 
examine the dead horse to ascertain the cause of death. 
When Mr. Lloyd saw it, he said that fever or illness 
was not the cause of death, and that it might perhaps 
take a month to ascertain the cause. 

Cross-examined: Witness said that if Mr. Lloyd said her 
stallion killed defendant’s horse, she would coverthe loss. 

John Jones, Bailiff at the defendant’s farm, said there 
— oy heavy thunder storm on the night the horse was 


C. J. Rawles, Electrician in the employ of the L. & 
N. W. Ry. Co., said be was called to duty at Ponthry- 
thallt Station on the night in question on account of the 
thunder storm having caused the wires to fuse. 

- Griffith Jones “ Wern Fawr” Llanddeiniolan said he 
saw no teeth marks on the dead horse. 

Cross-examined : Witness admitted there had been 
complaints concerning the viciousness of the stallion. 
His mare had been bitten by him once. 

William Parry who was at the time a farm servant in 
the employ of defendant, said he came in late on the 


evening the horse was killed. It was raining hard at 
the time, and on account of the storm he had to dis- 
mount from his bicycle. 

Mr.. Trevor Williams, M.R.c.v.s., Llangefni, said Mr. 
Wynn Lloyd consulted him as to the death of the 
plaintiffs horse. He suggested to Mr. Lloyd that. it 
might have been a flash of a that killed the 
horse. He was the first to notice the depression on the 
dead animal’s forehead. The skin had been removed 
a Se. He saw no trace of nasal hemorrhage. It was 
that same day (at the Assize) he first heard of horse 
bites. He saw three cattle which had been killed by 
lightning some time ago at Llanfechell. There were no 
marks at all on two of them. The latter might have 
been in the open fields at the time. There was a thunder 
storm on the night in queston. . 

By the Judge: He was of opinion that the stallion 
could not have kicked the horse on the forehead unless 
someone held it down. 

The Judge: You are not to answer my question in 
that —— manner. [asked a scientific question to a 
scientific man. 

Witness (continuing) was of opinion that a fracture 
by a direct blow was impossible only through the agency 
| lightning. The dead horse had an enlarged heart. 

The case was adjourned until Wednesday. 

On Wednesday morning Mr. Trevor Williams said 

that it was lightning in his opinion that had killed the 


orse. 

Mr. Hugh Williams, m.k.¢.v.s., Ty Croes, said he saw 
the dead horse. It had been skinned by then. It had 
an enlarged heart. He saw no signs of a horse havin 
crossed the ditch from one field to another. He agree 
that death might have been caused by lightning. If it 
had received a blow on its head there would have been 
hemorrhage. The fracture might have been caused 
after death. 

By His Lordship: The parts immediately under the 
fracture contain no blood vessels but are very vascular. 

Mr. John Matthews, m.R.c.v.s., Anglesey, thought it 
was ae improbable that the horse had been kicked on 
the head. 

By His Lordship: Shock caused the concussion and 
fractured the s‘xull. 

Do animals suffer from shock? I cannot answer your 
Lordship. ; 

Mr. R. M. Malloch, m.r.c.v.s. (Retired) of Kirkb 
Stephen, said he had made a special study of animals 
that had been killed by rm" He had written a 
book on the subject but it could not be printed now 
owing to shortage of paper. He had seen a great 
number of animals which had been killed by lightning. 
Many had marks on them and others were without 
marks. He believed the horse in question was killed - 
by lightning. He did not agree that immediate de- 
composition followed death by 

Mr. W. Griffith Williams, Architect, Bangor, said he 
visited the fields in question and produced a ee which 
he had made of the spot where it was alleged the 
stallion had crossed from one field to another. The 
wire-netting had been clean cut by an instrument. 

The Plaintiff, recalled, said it was quite untrue that 
the wire had been cut by him or by his instructions, 

After Sir Ellis Griffith and Mr. Artemus Jones had 
addressed the Jury, the Judge summed up, and said that 
a good deal had been said as to how the stallion got into 

laintiff’s field. It matters nothing how he got there if 
in fact he was there, which fact was not disputed. If 
then he was there, he was trespassing. The Jury had 
heard the evidence of Mr. Wynn Lloyd, which was con- 
sistent and straightforward, and though he was subject- 
ed to very severe cross-examination by Sir Ellis Griffith, 
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he never wavered. A good deal had been made of the 
fact that Mr. Wynn Lloyd had not designated the marks 
on the skin “bite marks” in his original notes. This, 
as a matter of fact, shewed to him is Lordship) that 
he was impartial. Mr. O. T. Williams, on the other 
hani, repeatedly contradicted himself on material 
points. He first said that the fracture of the skull had 
nothing to do with the death of the horse. Then he said 
that the fracture was caused in a miraculous way by 
lightning, and further, he s ted that it was done 
after the death of the animal. He again maintained 
that the stallion could not strike a direct blow with his 
fore foot on the horse’s horehead which is gp eg ne 
A good deal was made of this point by the learned 
Counsel for the Defence. What in fact is the position 
of the horse’s head when the animal is at liberty? Itis 
never ee except when held in that position 
by a ing-rein. The position at liberty assumes a 
forward slope from the forehead towards the nose. In 
this position it can be readily understood that a direct 
blow could be inflicted by the stallion’s fore foot. To 
deny this shewed to him that Mr. Williams was ignorant 
of the rudiments of dynamics. Mr. Williams swore that 
the stallion was not capable of rearing in order to strike 
the horse, but it was proved that he had done his duty 
as a sire that season. Mr. Trevor Williams said that the 
gelding had an enlarged heart but this was not corrobor- 
ated by the other witnesses. Science may carry one too 
far. Tet me give you an illustration. man is found 
dead with a bullet wound through the head. The as- 
sassin is found standing by with a revolver in his hand. 
Half-a-dozen doctors are called to prove that the dead 
man had a diseased heart and that the very sight of a 


pistol pointed at him would be sufficient to cause him 
to fall down dead. Could any Jury be found foolish 
enough to say that the assailant was not guilty of 
murder? The expert evidence for the Defence was 
speculative. It was claimed that the horse must have 
been struck Wy Seeee though the witnesses for the 
Defence admitted in cross-examination that the usual 
signs were absent, except that the carcase had decom- 
posed four days after death. This statement even was 
emphatically Jenied by expert witnesses for the plaintiff. 
Mr. Williams admitted there were a few marks on both 
sides of the dead horse. He thought they were caused 
by the horse falling dead in the field. Now the horse 
could not have fallen on both sides. 

The Jury, after consultation, returned a verdict for 
the plaintiff for the full amount of £150 and costs. 

His Lordship gave judgement for this amount with 
costs. 


Charge of cruelty at Greenwich: 
“Cast” Army Horse. 

During the hearing of a charge at Greenwich Police 
Court on Tuesday, 17th inst. of working a horse in an 
unfit state state, Mr. M. G. Byerley, F.R.c.v.s., said the 
animal was branded with a “C,” which indicated that 
it wasan Army “cast” horse, and so was useless. 

Mr. Hay Halkett (the magistrate) :—Then why does 
the Government sell it and so encourage cruelty ? b 

Mr. Byerley said the public were misled iuto suppos- 
ing that these horses were useful, and it was a practice 


which was both cruel and ea oy The Remount 
Department was responsible.—7'he 7imes. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Rabi Foot- 
a, Anthrax and-Mouth | Glanders.t Parasitic Swine Fever. 
Cases Disease. Mange. 
Confrmd, On. | Ani- Out- | Ani- | ani. 
Period. | mals. Out- | Ani- /breaks| mals.| Out- | Slaugh- 
eaks| mals. breaks | tered. 
A JO<] (a) (a (0) (>) | @) (a) 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended June 14 | 5 1 1] 100] 217 61 20 
ain 1918 8 3 2 7] 87] 171 4 46 29 
week i 8 1917 5 5 38 | 66 8 58 25 
10 | 1 1| 1) 2] 8 121 | 358 
Total for 24 weeks, 1919 f1io9! 3] 91 | 121 | 19 | 154 14| 40] 3278 | 6476] 218] 850 345 
: 1918 138 | 155 18| 51] 2948 | 6445] 240] €10 213 
1917 285 | 321’ 18 | 24] 1505 | 3041] 378] 1313 | 552 
period in 1916 801 | 857 1 | 24 24| 65 | 1431 | 8355] 1731 2399 | 7540 


(4) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, June 17, 1919 


Counties affected, animals attacked :— London 1 
Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


Outbreaks 
IRELAND. Week ended June 7 eee eee eee 5 aoe ee 
Corresponding Week in ; 1917 ... -” ies é é 1 2 4 12 
1916 ... q 2 1 8 43 
Total for 23 weeks, 1919 eco 1 1 79 | 150 18 59 
Uorrespondi period in 1917 ... 3 5 1 l 24 214 130 
pose 1916 ... 2 6 site }214 | 133 731 


- Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, June 9, 1919 


Nors.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


